Madame Chairman, Mayor Beame, Governor Carey, Ambassador Duke,
Rabbi Schneier and honored guests : (Members and Friends of The

Appeal of Conscience Foundation)

I accept with pleasure the Appeal of Conscience
Award which you have so graciously conferred on me. It makes me
happy indeed to have this mark of esteem fram an important
hunanitarian organization as yours. The fact that distinguished
menbers of this society should honor me in this way strengthens my

beliéf that the Appeal of Conscience is indeed beccming ecumenical.

Men and waren travel many avenues to peace with
the Godhead, whatever the name by which the ineffable Mover be called.
Conscience, which ip matters of religious belief ranks higher than
secular precepts, alone can point the road to be taken. Thereby

follows a duty for all to respect the determination of conscience

‘of each.

That duty embraces tolerance though its reach, is
far wider. I am proud that from earliest times‘in Iran religious
tolerance has prevailed in principle and in practice. I need not
recall here that Cyrus the Great, when founding the Persian Empire
more than twenty-five centuries ago, proclaimed absolute freedcm of
worship for all the people. And today inside our boundaries people

of differing faiths freely practice their religion, live side by side,



with their Moslem brethren, and constitute part of one and the same

community.

Over the centuries, religious teachings have
changed in scope and depth. To trace that development throwgh the
changes of religious rhetoric is not my concern here today. Conscience,
. which at first nmeant self-sufficiency of individual faith, and then
broadened to include the obligaticn of mutual religious respect, has
now evolved to include the duty of each of us to contribute in the
establishment of moral and material conditions which will enable all,

without distinction of any kind, to realize their utmost potential.

That is not to say,'that social improvement is
fed solely fram the springs of conscience. Although improvements in
the condition of the disadvantaged serve social purposes that should
not make us skeptical of the influence of conscientious considerations.

In'fact the two reinforce each other; and that is as it should be.

In our time the extensicn of conscientious
obligation has come to include the condition of women and children. As
you have referred to my efforts in this domain I would like to say a
few words about what we have achieved in my country. Inspired by a
long standing tradition going back to the early days of our history,
Reza Shah the Great undertock to improve thelcondition of wamen in
Iran. Measures instituted ran into opposition from the hidebound. I may
add that our religion like cther faiths contains doctrines of respect

for women which practice did not always apply in the spirit of those



teachings.

. In any case, the Shah and the People Revolution
which started in the early 1960's includes as a major essential
full equality of women with men and recognition of their importance
in the development of a modern Iran. Wamen now have the right to
‘vote; the avenues to economic, social, ard political activity are
. being opened to them in practice. A new family protection law has
given women equal rights in matters like marriage, divorce and
custody of children. Family being the basic unit in which the
future of the child and the good of society are determined, its
bonds are thereby strengthened. In addition women are entering all
professions, at all levels including the political and the policy-
making. Already over 40% of primary school children, 33% of secondary

school and 25% of uhiversity students are girls.

These reforms have made women free to take an
active part in improving their position, and at the same time have
enabled them to participate in the overall development of their

country. Hence women's level of consciousness has risen markedly.

voluntary associations of waren are multiplying.
Through them opportunities for public service reaching far beyond
accepted feminine functions of family service have increased,

involving on a natiocnal scale projects relating to health, education



4.
and community development.

' I myself as a mother of four children fesl deeply
that children must enjoy special protection to allow trem to grow in
happiness and develop in conditions of full physical ar2 mental health.
As yourg people are destined to guide the fortunes of wankind they
should be educated and trained in order to develcp all their faculties,
deeply attached to the noble ideals of peace, dignity srd equality ard
imbued with respect and love for hunanity.

Any success in an overall developient must provide for
ﬂxe welding together of the main forces which make tlx: social fabric. It
means men and wamen, towns and villages, farmers and workers, youth amd
the aged, all acting in unison.

The story of one's country when related in such a
few words tends to become a recital of achiever.n‘ents, an optimistic
catalegue. The achi;vements, if you consider the conditions which
prevailed, are substantial. They give us good reason tro be proud, but
the problems that remain are also substantial.

There are obstacles that impede progress generally:
illiteracy, inadequate infrastructure, outdated modes of préduction,
and the like.

Underlying all of these, are the traditional
discriminatory practices which have, over the centurics, worn deep
channels of habit in the human consciousness. Héwever the process of change,

if incautiously executed, holds dangers and its cost in human pain may be
not

=

high. Tradition should Te discarded merely because it is old, but only
when it clearly is of disservice to justice ard to the social erds

sought by society as a whole.



Each culture has a dignity and value which must
be respected ang preserved because al] cultures form part of the camon
heritage belonging to all mankind.

We Iranians have goad reason to be confident of
a future of pProsperity in a society of equality and justice, Indeed
our hopes and faith in a bright future are hot only for ocurselves,

We have been Treaching out, seeking to join hands with others on the

planet-wide. I need hardly remind so distinguished an audience that
international cooperation has always been an active element in our

policies,

As the poet Saadi wrote, six centuries ago,

" The sons of man are branches of one great tree,

If one be injured, For the rest what security?"

International Cooperation is also at the heart of
organizations such as yours. You have much to contribute and your
efforts cannot fail to serve as Spurs to forward movement. Dedicated
as we in Iran are to the same cause we applaud your endeavors in

behalf of religious freedom and international understanding.



