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Thank you for letting me say a few words at this year's "Man of
Conscience' Award dinner. It gives me a special pleasure to participate
in a ceremony which honors a distinguished citizen, Edgar Bronfman, and
my good friend, Angier Biddle Duke.

I am also proud of the fact that Ambassador Duke is a member of the
City Administration. The added recognition he is receiving tonight makes
him an even more valued and honored colleague.

In times of social and economic upheaval, such as we are experiencing
today in all parts of the world, the great and noble task before each one of us
is the work of reducing conflict and tension wherever we can.

The great goal is understanding, and the great means toward that goal
is cooperation. If enough men of goodwill and kindness work together, we
will achieve that goal,

This is the work of the Appeal of Conscience Foundation, and its
dedication to religious freedom has resulted in many positive and practical

advances in the field of human relations.
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Throughout our history, from our beginnings as a nation, wave after
wave of immigrants who belonged to different religious denominations came
here, poor and persecuted, not only for economic e:md social improvement,
but also for the precious right to worship God according to their own consciences.

We still have religious bigotry in this country, and we still have religious
persecution in the world. So, in this country which enjoys more individual
freedoms than any other country, we cannot take our religious freedom for
granted.

We must always be watchful over our religious freedom; we must always
be on the alert to guard our freedom of worship, fiercely and passionately,
against the slightest infringement,

We must also speak out without fear against any and all violations of the
right of anyone in the world to worship God according to his own beliefs.

That is why the Appeal of Conscience Foundation must be applauded,
and I praise you for your work among the Jews in the Soviet Union, among
the Catholics and Proteétants in Ireland, among the Protestants in Spain
and for your tremendous efforts in Rumania, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and
other countries in Fastern Furope,

In your short existence, you have accomplished so much! So, it is
fitting that the ''Man of Conscience" Awards go this year to men of such
high caliber as Ambassador Duke and Mr. Bronfman,

We know and praise their humanitarian serviges on the international

scene, their contributions toward relieving tensions in the City and their efforts

to strengthen interfaith relationships everywhere,
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I congratulate them on behalf of the City of New York and, for all

our citizens, I thank the Appeal of Conscience Foundation for its great work,
May that work grow and prosper here and throughout the world!

God bless you.
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