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The spirit of the Appeal of Conscience--the spirit of the men you
honor tonight--is more than an admirable asset. It is a quality desperately
needed today. It is that sense, which runs through our national heritage , that
we are a people of compassion and mutual assistance; that we are a nation whose
purpose and strength derives from our trust in each other, and in ourselves.
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We need to remember this purpose today. For we are in a time
when, for more and more Americans, a sense of uncertainty and doubt has become
pervasive~-and when, despite our enormous power and wealth, we are a less
confident and a less vibrant people,

What was once a string of hamlets struggling to survive against
nature is now the wealthiest society the world has ever seen-~yet we increasindy
question whether it is affluence we really seek,

What was once a vulnerable nation, whose capital was sacked an:i
burned in its youth, is now the mightiest military power on the globe-~and yet
this very might has brought us to foreign ventures which have torn our uni ty
asunder,

What (was once a refuge from industrial Europe, is now the most
advanced,most urbanized society on earth; yet our technology has fouled our air
and water, and our cities face more and more burdens with less and less
resources,

And beyond all this--beyond war and protest, beyond violent
insurrection and pervasive injustice and suffering--there is a growing crisis
in the soul of America, a sense that the historic virtues that bound us
together-~trust in each other, confidence in the power to chart the course of
our lives-~are rapidly becoming imprisoned by forces we can neither control
nor influence,

This sense of impotence sweeps across the entire face of American
life, across the widest barriers of geography, race, age or class., It is heard
in suburban, affluent America, where millions live in isolation from either the
intimate community of the small town or the diverse excitement of the city.

It is heard in the ghettoes of New York and Chicago and Atlanta, where the most
deprived seek not handouts, but the resources to make their neighborhoods and
their lives into something better.

It is heard on the college campus, by an increasing number of
students who, appalled as we are by the outbreaks of violence and vandalism,
want to know why a sanctuary for study and individual growth is becoming more
and more like a corporate giant, reducing the mind and soul of a young American
to a programmed circuit, '

) We have seen the same sense of impotence take root in our owm
City, the symbol of strength and possibility., We have seen historic allies in
the fight against injustice turn on each other, feeding mutual fears and
hostilities--and we have seen a continuing sense of inability to change and
to combat our dilemmas,
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. We face, in other wOIGS, a growing conscnsus--a hidden consensus,
disguised by differences in rhetoric and ideoloqgy--that whatever we seek as
individuals or as citizens of America, we are powerless to reach those goals
by our own will,

This reflects more than the growth of business or government or
universities into giants. And it means something deeper than the sense of
helpless frustration when a computer answers our inquiries. It is a condition
which directly threatens the most important traditions of the United States.

Throughout our history, men of America, and men of New York, have
committed themselves to the public good, because they believed one man could
make a difference--~that a single individual, joined to his fellows, could chart
a new course for the country.

Indeed, that sense of shared trust gave to this city a sense of
possibility that built its greatness from the roots of privation. The
settlement houses on the lower east side--the tenement medical centers that
became great hospitals--the Hock associations and community efforts now under-
way in Harlem and Bedford-cStuyvesant--all of these struggles are cut from the
same cloth of hope. All of them are rooted in the faith that people can change
the way they work and live, T

What may well happen, I am afraid, is that we will look at each
other not as allies but as rivals for power. Each of us will seek to protect
what is his, finding in other citizens only threats to his own comfort or
aspiration,

Each of us, then, will retreat into private struggles, turning
away from the urgent issues--of human injustice, physical decay, or spiritual
resignation--that must be overcome,

And out of this isolation, will come, of course, greater dilemmas,
deepening divisions, and ultimately the loss of the very fabric which has bound
us together for the 200 turbulent years of the American experience.

For we do not stand apart. We cannot. New York cannot work that
way. America cannot work that way. We are all one, because this society
cannot harbor both opportunity and deprivation, participation and isolation,
widespread comfort and widespread despair.

On the most practical level, the untreated ills of America--
crime, welfare, overburdened public services--are bound to spread--even as they
are spreading now, beyond city limits, into the suburban island once thought
secure. And if we do not meet them, they will spread further and further into
mainstream America.

This is true, too, of those ills which do not know economic
boundaries. Foul air, diseased water, the loss of a land with the capacity to
inspire, these are conditions which will affect the quality of life for all of
us--businessman, laborer, black, white. They are threats which cannot be
ignored. For to ignore them is to surrender to their conquest of our country.

This is possible; if we continue to believe that one man can do
nothing, that this nation's future is not the urgent business of every
concerned citizen.

Here is the most dangerous doctrine we can believe today; it is
authentically, genuinely subversive,

For if we surrender to apathy, if we remain complacent or resigned
we are shaping for ourselves a legacy which will bring a time of torment to this
society~~and we will know, as will our children, where the responsibility for
such disaster lies. We cannot let that happen.

And we need not. This need not be our fate. We did not struggle
through so much, accomplish so much, to be defeated now. This city--this
nation--does retain the capacity to change.
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But how does change occur? How do we build a botter society? The
answer is th in our Stars, but in our institutions--those that divide us,
those that fail us, those that hurt us must he changed, Whether we think of
the public institutions--our police, our schools, our health services--or our
private ones--business, universities, foundations--we can see the need for
something better, something more responsive to this sense of dispirit.

This demand imposes a difficult task on us--on those who direct
the government, For it is our ®sponsibility to build a framework for a sense
of trust and confidence *o grow and flourish,

We know this. We know you cannot promote a vibrant neighborhood
if its people are afraid to use its streets and services. That is why we have
waged the fight for a modernized police force--for additional better-trained
police~-and for the fourth platoon, now on duty on the streets of New York.

We know you cannot promote a spirit of possibility where the very
environment-~the air and water, the streets, the subways and buses we ride--
poison the body and drain the spirit. That is why we have pushed through the
strongest anti-pollution law in the country--and, despite delays, have cut
pollution by 25 per cent--and why this morning, w shut down one of the worst
offenders in the city, the Flushing Incinerator. That is why we closed Central
Park to traffic or weekends, and why this week we made Nassau Street into a
pedestrian mall, and why several hundred air conditioned subway cars and buses
are now in operation., These are small victories, compared to what must be done.
But they are victories for us--for a city that cares first and foremost about
the people who-live in it.

We know you cannot win confidence by a steadily declining level
of services., And that is why we have waged such a fight for a reorganized,
rational city government, cutting construction time in half on city projects,
building publicly-aided housing in neighborhocods not on top of them, demanding
that the antiquated, outmoded structures of city government change, to deliver
what ouxr citizenry!deserves——a decent level of help.
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For trust is not won by exhortation., It is won by example--in
this case, the example of a government willing to fight, willing to engage
the critical problems head on, willing to change and willing to undergo attack
and assault if it is doing the right thing. That is the only kind of govern=-
ment that will ultimately win the trust of the people. That is the kind of
government this city will have, as long as I am Mayor.

We need, too, those changes in the spirit of reformation which
will gain for our institutions the vitality they need to withstand the growing
assaults on their existence. For there are forces today who do seek destruction
They must be stopped. But they cannot be stopped unless this nation is honest
enough,; fair enough, committed enough to win allegiance by its deeds, and by
its conquest over deprivation.

This is a hard and difficult task, The prospects for achievement
are by no means certain, For there are men in this nation--and in this city-~
without vision; men who do fear the future; men unwilling to struggle for the
heritage of America.

But that is not the spirit of this city. It is not the real
spirit of America., The spirit that drove us to greatness is the willingness
to take on the task of making this nation what it can be. And it is, really,
the only task for a nation that wants to restore the trust of its citizenry,
that wants to redeem its heritage by the society it builds.
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