The Appeal of Conscience Foundation welcomes all of you

to its first annual '"Man of Conscience" Award Dinner.

We not only hope you will have a delightful evening but

we want you to know that by your presence yéu are

charitably joining in its activities and promoting its

purposes.

The Foundation was conceived with the idea of preserving

and safeguarding the rights of all religious‘groups every-
where. Rabbl Schneier, as you know, is and was the main

dynamo; the phyéiciai attétding at its birth, the father

guiding it in its infancy, and the paternal grandfather

watching over its déstiny.. He met with Céngressman Dorn and
together the idea was crystalized so that under the ecumenical
sponsorship of Roman Catholic, Protestant, Russian and Jewish
groups they have sent interfaith missions to the Soviet Union,
Poland, Rhmania, Hungary and Spain both to observe the life‘of
all religious groups there and to develop'and‘maintain an ongoing
assoclation with the religious leadership of those countries,
One of the primary concerns of the Appeal of Conscience Foundation
has been the plight of the Jews in Soviet Russia and 1£ has been
‘a source of great inspiration for the organization to have
recelved the cooperation of various authorities in the Soviet

in an attempt to work out their problems.
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The delegation went to Spain to assist in easing some of the
tensions caused by a new Religious Liberty Law which while it
contained meny beneficial aids to religious liberties at
certain unfortunate sections the Protestants found it difficult
to work out., As the result of our visit, there sprung up a
relationship between the Jewish, Protestant and Catholic clergy
a relationship that had not existed before and many of the
tensions were eésed and a lasting relationship of good will
engenderxed,
I have been proud of my association with the Appeal of
Conscience Foundation ana have been very grateful to the large
numbers, most of whom are here in this audience tonight, who
have contributed so generously ﬁo sponsor its work because
without you contributors there could not have been the
successful work of our Foundatién.
I will always remember one‘of the generous contributors
wmentioning that before Hitler he did not feel that there was
any“way of stemming his réligious persecutors and consequently
did not try. He added that though he did not fhink our
Foundation can accomplish very much he wanted to be in a
position ta ease his conscience by saying that he had tried.
We do not expect that the Appeal of Conscience Foundation will
ever have great accomplishments., We are moving forward slowly
feeling with the prominent Catholic clergymen that it is better
to light one candle than curse the darkness. We know that we
have lit many candles and have put light where before there was

darkness and we are going forward together with your help, your



contributions, your prayers and good will to make this

[

world a better piace for'everyoné.
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