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This yecar we extend Columbus Day with Agnelli Day. My
dear friend and past recipient of the Appecal of Conscicnce
Award Coretta King has had the experience of having a day
declarecd for Martin Luther King. It is not casy to add

a National Holiday. We, alk the Appeal of Conscicnce
Foundation, are delighted to proclaim hence forth Giovanni.

Agnelli Day following Columbus Davy.

It is Providential that we honor Ttalv's foremost citizen

with the Man of Conscience Award toniqght.

The management of terrorism has precccupicd U.S. - Italian
relations these last few days. Governments make mistakes

and lcaders may blunder bul the fricndship between people
endures. It is significant that we honor Giovanni Agnelli,
who has dcvolbed his lile to strengthening the bonds between
ITtaly and the United States. Tonighl, through him, we
reaffirm the tics between our Lwo nations and note with great

pride the cenormous contributions of the Italian communitlty to

America.

We are also gratified to obscrve the Twentieth Anniversary of

the Appeal of Conscicnce Foundation. It is encouraging to sce

this Grand Ballroom filled to capacity with men and women
representing different races, religions, nationalities, ideclogical

and political persuasions.

All of us arc aware of the neced to live together and strive
together ko assure the survival of humanity. There is the

realization that we cither swim or sink together. We heard this

cvening from Mayor Ld Koch, Senator Lugar, and we will be hecaring



from Scnator Kennedy. ‘“Thesoe political lcaders are wilth u:
to stress the importance of conscience in world affairs.

I would like to usc a Biblical frame of reference. 'The

first fratricide quoted in the Bible between Cain and Abel
has an important lesson for all of us. When God questioned
Cain about his brother, he replicd @ " ¥ know not, am T my
brother's keeper." (Genesis I,9). The credo of the Appeal of

Foundation - we arc our brothers' kKeeper when it comes to

Congsceionce

defending religious [rcedom and human rights. Another lesson

from the Bible - cod questioned Adam why he ate the Forbidden
ruit. He offered an alibi. TL was Fvo ny wife - the woman

you crcated, she made me do ilk. And when Cod turned Lo REve
she blamed it on the serpent. It is human nature to find

excuses and alibis. We alfirm tonight - Lhere cannot e nor

do we accept any excuscs
for justice and human dignity. We recaffirm the pPrinciple th
we are all responsible for one another. This is tho princip
of collective responsibility that has guided Giovanni Agnell
in his business, carcer and public life. As head of FIAT Lo
presides not only over Lhe destiny of an industrial giant of
400 companies but also fulfils his responsibility with compa

and concern for the world and hunanity. lic is a citizen of

when it comes to assuming responsibility

ab

lo

i

ssion

ITtaly

but acts as a citizen of the world with a global and not fragmented

view - he looks atk humanity as a whole, and is debtermined to

the human condition.

boetter

Giovanni Agnelli lost his father at the age of 11 and his grandfathor,

Senator CGiovanni Agnelli the founder of FIAT, became his guardian,

and mentor who molded and shaped the views and philosophy ol
grandson. From his grandfather he inherited much more than
industrial enterprise but a value sysbtem that had [rcedom,

liberalism and a love lor humanity at its corc. ‘'hese value
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This is Lo salute him as a "Man of Conscioroat

Who in all his endeavers has nok lost sight of the human

dimension.,

It is & great pleasure Loy me to praosent you dMr. Agnelli with
this Steuber Crystal ZEar  with Lhe inscription
" e thinge are wroucht
praver ihan th world
of"
May God give you and your wondoevial Toamily health and happiness
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